Functions of human papillomavirus E6 and E7 oncoproteins.
The identification of certain human papillomaviruses as human tumour viruses has been paralleled by our understanding of how the viral oncoproteins function. The virally encoded E6 and E7 proteins act, in part, to abrogate the activities of the tumour suppressor proteins p53 and pRB. The interaction between these viral proteins and regulators of cell growth offers targets for future therapeutic developments.